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“IT'S FOR A LONG TIME, MY BOY!"”

ICHOLAS NICKLEBY

OUTDONE IN MODERN

FRANCE—LETTRES DE CACHET AT THE
DISPOSITION OF PARENTS AND GUARDIANS
WHO CAN PAY—THE PRICES OF THE “PATER-

NAL HOUSE”"

OF METTRAY—PATRONIZED BY

SENATORS AND ACADEMICIANS—HOW TO
MAKE THEM STUDY—ARE THERE AMERICANS
OR ENGLISH IN THE KIDS’ BASTILE?

of Mettray. the prison of rich bad boys!
Locked in his cell. 3 vards long by 215
vards wide. the boy began by knocking
loud, until the jallers came to sayv that
if he kept it up he would be tied and
thrown into a dark cell =0 situated that

his knacking wonld trouble no one. So
the kid hecame silent.

e hecame silent forever, because, In
the morning. they found that he had

hanged himeself from the bars of his cell
window.

Although this death disembarrassed an
honorabhle French family of a black sheep
who would probably have wasted its mon-
ev when he grew up. the management and
directorate of the Paternal House were
mucrh annoved when the story began get-
ting into the Tours papers.
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The scandal for the family! It would
be difficult tg call it a natural death. Of
they would try; but no, it was too
The (public prosecutor’s
office also serving as coroner) of Tours
found itself obliged to act. French jus-
ties Ilaid hands unexpectedly on letters,
papers and v\itne‘--m proving that the
“severe school” or “school of repression™
founded by Demetz and Bretignleres de
(Coueteilles had become a kids' - bastille,
where Nicholas Nickelby was being out-
done daily in the persons of some fifty
rich bad boxs from all parts of France—
and, it is sald. America and England.
"How could an American boy be yanked
off on a lettre de cachet to solitary con-
finement in a French prison cell by a
hard-hearted stepmother, guardian or
parent?

Above the age of tweniy-one we have
had scions of great American houses
iocked up during years. even, in the gar-
dens of Maisons de Sante on ‘‘adminis-
trative order,” though admittedly In pos-
spssion of their faculties; but_it was regu-
larly a concession to their mohey, permit-
ting them to escape something worse.
One can go too far in raising Cain, even
in Paris. In the case of two sons of a
famous New Yorlk millionaire they lived
thus willingly confined for their own
sond, going out on weekly splurges ac-
vompanied by keepers and highly expen-
‘sive.

Bit boys jailed without law process?
French law provides for such leitres de
cachet, but issued by a ward judge. When
a father has ‘‘grave cause to be discon-
tented with the conduct of a child” under
sixteen, article 376 of the civil code allows
the ward tribunal no discretion. It is
bhound, on the father's simple demand. to
grant an order for the kid's “arrest and

course,

late. pargaet

bound to defend the establishment, even
though he may not have known what
abuses tainted it:

“*At Mettray it is not a question of re-
pressing a rebelllous bov,"” =avs the life
senator, “but of employing a means of
education. The bowvs pursue their stud-
ies at Mettray. Now. ¥ou cannot count
on their reforrninp: and preparing their
baccalaureate examinations to enter the
university in one month or six Therefore
the arficles do not affect us.

*
* *

“The warrant is necessary to send a re-
beliious child to a public prison, but
Mettray is essentially private,” continues
M. Georges Picot, perpetual secretary of
the Academy of Political and Moral Sci-
ences, another director of the kids' Bas-
tille. T cannot see the necessity a
Judge's order to arrest, as we have a
free contract with the father, exercising
his paternal power.”

“The doors of the Paternal

-

which in strict law, note well, we lLave
the right to close a=zainst every one,
have been opened to the judges of Tours.”
adds Prof. Berthelemy of the law faculiy
of Paris. third great man of this directo-
rate. “It Is true that the prisons in-
spection commission has been refused en-
trance. Evidently Mettray is not to be
confounded with a comimen prison.”

“It cannot be too often repeated 1hat
Mettray i a house of education and up-
bringing,”” concludes the fourth and
most illustrious of this directorate of
eight or nine—the remainder, being un-
known to fame, were doubtless the really
active ones. He is Alphonse Chordon.
Baron de Courcel, former ambassador to
England. and president of the Bering
atrait arbitration commission.

**8ix professors prepare the students for

of

House,

the baccalaureate.” explains Raron do
Courcel. ““Each student has a maximum
of two hours’ lessons per dav. The pro-
fessors, lodged and fed in a separate
viila, are paid salaries of from $£8 to $12
per month. Thev never know the names
of thelr pupils, whom they must address
by their numbers. Yes, the students of
Mettray have taken their bachelor's de-
gree.” 1
*
* *
A= few Pass their baccalaureate
hefore nineteen vears of ave. a ¢con-
fesslon that voung prigsoners of Mettray
have lived one. two or more vears at a
stretell in its solitary confinement cells.
But for the undouhbted facts of the re-
cent investigation the magistrates of
Tours the detiils would be difficult to
believe. The rich bad boys' hastille has
sixty  ecells—and sixty boys.  Fifty ot
these cells measure thres vards long by
two and one-half yards wide; and they

hovs

this is

by

are lighted by a smail barred window at
a height of six feat ahove the floor
“in order that the rcimlon: mav not be
troubled by exterior sights"

n th“-l‘ cells the boys [Jl-n- their time

The pr ll"!’h&‘.rn <" come and give 1t1he
kid his iesson in s eoll

The Kid e¢ats alone in his cell.

And, to rab it in on the rich bad boy
that he is in jail, the meals are fetchel
by house of correction Kids.in character-
istic costume, jalled ti!l their majority in

the adjoining and far
tentiary and
tray. These

more famous poni-
agricnltural colony of Met-
are HH bovs acquitted as
irresponsible by lark of digcernment.”" or
as first offenders, of orimes that would
otherwise send them to department pris-
ons or central penitentiaries.
live in cells. They till the
trades, eat, sleep, run and plav

"Lucky house of correction

fields, learn
in banids!
kids!” sar
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CHILDREN LIKE A CHANGE.

rich bad boys—who have never

{llr::mrp P been tentlary colony) only are capable of ae-
S suring that this rule b> respected.” runs

» Do vou know what their wmvnpom\p:

f the defense

for good ::mdml are—the rich. had boys fenjow :11:t:= t?'r"Baron oL v nd e

00 Mettray? Listen to the confidentia! rn. ominous Investigation is pending

prospecius, difficult to obtain

“The regime Is so gentle so really
ternai, that the administration has re-
served six cells specially, called cells of
recompense, affected to the mmost meritori-

pa-

bafore the judges of Tours.

It is possible that the [Hustrieus sena-
tors, academicians and ex-ambassadors
who allowed their names to stand on the
directorate took it for granted that all

ous sturdents. Thes2 c2lis are four yards must be weall-and were ignorant of much
long (instead of three) and three vards that passed at Mettray.

wide (instead of two and one-half);: and Meanwhile, however, the scandalous
the window is situated at the h:ighi of revelations of the Tours and Parie dailljss
tour and one-half feet above the floor have inflamed the more sentimental se:-

tinstead of six).”

Special Correspondence of The Srar, House™ of Mettray developed into a Kids' getention™” for a period not exceeding one n. ) 3 _ tion of the Freonch public to indignation
LB A0 WA LIS St e Rastille for venal guardians and cruel pqonth. Boys like change,” laughed one of the against the kids' bastille—and against the
FTOURS. ON THE LOIRE, parents. * warders beforo the magistrates of ]nurq vindictive parents and, it is alleged.
(Garden of France), March 1, 1909. And yesterday a tragic scandal made * % “It takes so little 1o make them happy!- venal guardians who pay between S8
the name of M‘Pttray stink all over 1 S i S 2 ¢ I'o t‘-“:\y rpd”‘r sppv‘d all their time in amdi %1.200 per vear for each bﬂ"'s jd"-
HIAT can be done }-:u]-n];(-, Article 3577 lengthens the .mpr1..mm0n 0l {.‘-ﬂt I"“]bi)n cell confinement., vou will H'!K and lnstrurtlon
with .2 ryich bad It hegan with a troupe of English danc- to six months when the son is above six- ask in horrar. What is one to think of such parents?
boy ? ing girls in mlm-q-- !:;itlls. The r;i:irlr]: u.;m*u teen and under twenty-one, but the judge All but two hours daliy. That there are not over fifty such im
vy younger, prettier and more refined than A : This is the hygi>nic promenade France—including English and Am'r.c
wwica, as i ; st confer with the public prosecutor i : cp le, g Eng m:r.cans,
In America, as in ysual, 0 that to the strange charm of the D *f“'_ ¢ o }‘ t.' T ; gt'\ othier Eaeh rich jailed boy must walk two if any. A Paris weekly glven to gen-
France, millionaire Anglo-Saxon maiden for any l renchman before issuing the warrant, an O hours daily through the romantic coun- erous indignations—the notorfous A ssi-
fathers, men of they added an only balf-spolled Ingen- they may refuse it or shorten the period. tryside of the Garden of France, the ette au Beurre—insinuates. from eceriain
power directing uousness tll:at might easily FHI}‘lri 'fn.n- n_:_l!.‘ In any case, hy article 378 there is b.':u}ks of the Loire, jeweled with the his- clauses in the prospectus. that *‘as tha
ffairs ._‘ 1 ural svmpathy with a hobbledehoy of six- never to be any writing or formalities, toric chateaux that a thousand American code reserves té fathers only the right te
H”“-I FeeaFelie el nor shall the motives of the arrest be ‘families visit yearly in hired automobiles, a legal warrant of arrest, Metiray offers
helpless in presence x .;“.;t llfl\'\'n P\’;"Il in the warrant e the fair land of old Touraine—Ambeise. the enormous dd\dllldg. of p‘l’l‘llttllﬂ‘
of a wayward kid— e " These are as near to lettres de cachet Loches, Chenonceaux, en rouie for Blois! guardians and step-parenis to lock up
their son. The troupe was at Marseille. In the ;o the law of the present French repub- It i just possible that observant tour- and (‘lluL.lLt-"d boy with money.
i i =te 1nir: 11 a [ e .
Shall they put the case of one boy of family it became an lic goes, and. strong as they seem, ihey i]ithn.ﬂ[i-i'ff?ﬁ-.:.ht-f.‘xt'iiflrilf.-gtlnfﬂ.]:r r;’;-ﬁt;-:lv wilbsiiiain iilsmn
bad rich boy into idyl, afternoon carriage rides, teas and had Inulhlil‘-}-{ to do Wit‘g l“'.(' putﬂ{lli: a“;c]ll}' n':vt ‘h':l\'f*‘r:n!iivmi h‘m-:- ;m'ld edl, fv, . !
he tai ; : or- candy  showered on  seventeen-year- aof the sixteen-year-cld-boy of Marseille . . 4, | 5 . a s c
the tainted atmosphere of a house of cor- candy sl enteen-year-old - o 5 committed suicide in his cell at Met- gle smartly dressed Fremch boarding A CHANCE TO REPENT.
rection? 1!!1}"'5?"“'1"' Or inlo a very se- Gracie. She knew that the llll_\' was cut- trayv 5..|I ‘r;;—,l hoy, in fh;:-ra(’[el"ﬂ“f"_hlll(‘. wroad-
¢ 3 : ’ Y. S (o £og ? a H
cere Boatdiiis sehool? ting classes. but not that he had sold His  ~The articles of the code provide for 9 ,':;f,l':mb'{i;f hgff::,';’: "‘;:T,g“:i,l":dm“;f, LIHU ROOT. at a dinner in Albany,
Years ago in France statesmen and books and watch! putting boys in prisons, houses of deten- remarkable hy reason of his golitary com- praised an Albany lawyer who had

correction of the state for short
ione to six months),”" answers the

tion or
periods

recently retired. *
“He has retired very young.”

The boy deserved punishment;
S, lines of Virgil to zopy and be kept

surely panion—-a big jail warder!

“The exact that the students of

hoarding school,
Though not

judges set up a bad boys’

severe bevond all others. a doctor

rules

X in for a month. But no—this father board of directors of Mettray. “They do “ ; 5 ‘atne a) § : :
spoken of in\public, it grew famous in  go.piecs knew his son better than you?. not concern us.” : ‘\]I'.:_[-lrf“ Ba ',”_nm][dm' ; lfl':{ns?‘[".-if! '*Hﬂ.u,f; sald. 1t's a characteristic of your jaw-
rich families. But as time passed abuses the punishment was six months for a And would you like to know how they 'u',i}fé.”l-t:;;;; ‘1‘:;-131;?-,‘:”3(:‘,:-‘1‘“{'-‘“,];, “d:il". "pr;\e‘;];;td?"‘:uo?él r(l’lllre in }ou;:!‘;‘
: amous “Pater tarter i he solitary rove it?  List o th r ek - ' L S e v all ris sa T,
grew up. and the famou: Paternal starter in the solitary confinement cells %lpr;':“r‘lzor. w};‘r,enht‘ting :nlell';leblf'b{gt::_la?h;s ) » OUT FOR AN AIRING. i Prison warders (from the adjoining peni- Root, “of dying lawyers.”
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| “Ring Me Up, Little Girl.” E===t f-—:r-——c;*ﬁ:rm = ==

tel

—
. _ jin-gle the bell and love's sto - ry I'll tell, To you o- ver the
} . ~ Ill mev-er tire if * you keep the wire On fire the whole

(Dedicated to TERESA M. HOFFMAN.) :
| - ?l 1 2 E . .
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- phone......... Ring me

through....... Ring me
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Sung by JOHN PARK, of Richard Carle’s great success, “Mary’s Lamb,” ‘ ===~
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Words by A. R. BALLINGER. Music by STANLEY JADWIN.
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